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IN THE MATTER OF The Resource Management Act 1991 

AND  

IN THE MATTER OF An application made to Manawatu-Wanganui 

(Horizons) Regional Council (MWRC) 

(Consent Authority)  

BY AFFCO NZ LIMITED 

 (the Applicant) 

 For the hearing of APP-2005011098.01 for a 

resource consent to discharge to air from a meat 

processing works at Imlay Place, Wanganui 

  

 

MEMORANDUM 3 TO PARTICPANTS 

Directions following Adjournment 

6 November 2017 

 

1 The hearing of this application commenced on the afternoon of 31 October 2107 and was 

adjourned at about 5pm on Tuesday 1 November.  The Commissioners do not anticipate that 

the hearing will need to be reconvened.   

2 The following timetable was set at the adjournment: 

 The applicant is to propose a new set of draft conditions by 4pm on Friday 10 

November 2017.  As made clear at the hearing, we are seeking more prescriptive 

conditions that implement recommendations from Table 5.1 of Mr Cudmore’s 

report of March 2017, and which require proactive maintenance of all odour control 

features associated with the receipt of rendering plant offal and its processing. 

 The officers are to comment on the applicant’s conditions, highlighting any points of 

disagreement and the reasons for this, by 4pm on Friday 17 November 2017. 
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 The final right of reply from the applicant is to be completed by 4pm on Friday 24 

November 2017.  We will then endeavour to finalise our decision by 20 December. 

3 Electronic copies of these condition sets and the right of reply are to be provided to Ms 

Megan Wilson at Horizons Regional Council by the dates listed above.  Megan’s e-mail is 

megan.wilson@horizons.govt.nz. 

4 We undertook another site inspection on the evening of 1 November when the rendering 

plant was operating.  We thank Mr Te Weare for showing us around again.  However some 

things we saw did concern us.  Examples were that the offal bins coming off the 

slaughterhouse floor were not taken immediately to the offal bin, but rather transferred to a 

truck, which was left uncovered, and it was only when the truck was filled (we were told it 

takes approximately eight bins to do this) that the contents of the truck were transferred to 

the offal bin, and that a seal on the main line taking the cooled rendering plant air to the 

main biofilter needed urgent maintenance.   

5 While these like seem like simply good housekeeping, they are indicative of why we consider 

a more proactive approach to odour control is necessary on the Imlay site.  We were also 

concerned that odour from both the wet and dry side of the rendering plant were clearly 

detectable outside the rendering plant, despite the fact that no roof ventilation fans were 

operating.  While we did not consider the odours to be offensive, it was indicative of the 

concerns we raised in relation to odours that were not captured by the point source 

extraction.  

6 On a more encouraging note we did see evidence of where holes had been cut in the main 

screw conveyors from both the outdoor and main indoor offal bins in the rendering plant.  

Mr Te Weare told us these had been cut to remove decaying offal when a section of the 

rendering plant had broken down.  We are pleased that the processing of decaying offal in 

the rendering plant is not an entirely irreversible process, but we wonder why such 

discharge points do not form part of the standard plant design. 
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7 Any questions about the contents of this memorandum should be directed to Megan Wilson 

at Horizons Regional Council.  She will confer with the commissioners as necessary. 

 

 
Signed by Brent Cowie (Chair)  
on behalf of the Hearing Panel 

6 November 2017. 


